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AN ECLARATIO

By THe REPRESENTATIVES oF Tux

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
IN GENERAL CONGRESS ASSEMBLED.

H E N in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diflolve the Political Bands which have connected them
with another, and to afflume among the Powers of the Earth, the feparate and equal Station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, 2 decent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they thould declare the caufes which impel them
to the Separation.

We hgld thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit of Happinefs— -That to fecure thefe Rights, Governments are
inflituted among ‘Men, deriving their juft Powers from .the.Confent of - the: Governed, that whenever any -Form of Government becomes deftructive of thefs
Tonds, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolith it, and to inflitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Principles, and organizing
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effe& their ngety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long ef-
tablithed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath thewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, while
Tvils are fufferable, than to fight themfelves by abolifhing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. _ But when a Jong Train of Abufes and Ufurpations, purfu-
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their ng}.lt, it is their Duty, to throw off fuch Government,
and to provide new Guards for their future Security. Such h:.as been the patient Su&‘f':rance of thefe (.Io!on.xes; and fuch is now the Neceffity which conftrains
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Gr.eat-Bmam is a Hiftory of repeated Injuries and Ufurpations, all
having in dire& Object the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Fats be fubmitted to a candid World.

HEbhas refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft who]efome'and nejceﬁ'ary for the public Good. ;

Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. b :

Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftrits of People, unlefs thofe People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
the Legiflature, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. ; : :

He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. : : i . ,

He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly,. for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the nghts of the People.

He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to gau{ef others to be_ cleted ; whereby the Legiflative Powers, incapable of Annihilation, have re=
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean time expo.fed to all the Dangers of I-nvaflon from without, and Convulfions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftru&ting the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners ; refufing to pafs others
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions qf new Appropriations of Lands. e ‘

He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, ‘and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries.

He has ere@ed a Muliitude of new Offices, and {ent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Subftance.

He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies,. yvnthout the.c.onfent of our Legiflatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power. , \

He has combined with others to fubjet us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Contftitution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Affent to their Acs of
pretended Legiﬂati;m: O BRI

rtering large Bodies of Armed Troops amon :

ggi %lrlgte&ing thegm, by a mock Trial, fropm Punifhment for any Murders which they thould commit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :

For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World :

For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent : i

For depriving us, in many Cafes, of th(? Benefits of Trial by Jury @

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for p.rctcnde.d Offen‘ces g i1 i : ‘ T -

For abolilhing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a n.elghbougmg Province, eftablifhing Fherem an arbxtrgry Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rule into thefe Colonies :

For taking away our Charters, abolithing our moft valuable La\.vs, and al;ermg fundamen}ally the For_ms of our Governments :

For fufpending'our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelvs:s mveﬂeq with Powe_r to leglﬂate_for us in all Cafes whatfoever :

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection agd waging War againft us. i

He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coatts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. ‘ .

He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolation, _aqd' Tyranny, already begun with cir-
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the mof’.c barbarous Ages, and totfilly um.vorthy the Head of acivilized Nation. i

H e has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againft their Country, to become the Executioners of their Friends and

1 themfelves by their Hands.
Br(;—tlh:}r:;s C::l;c;(i)tcfgldomeﬁic In’fur);e&ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on‘tbc Inhabitants of our Frontiers,  the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguifhed Deftru&ion, of all Ages, Se?zcs and Conditions. i

In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petitions have been anfwered only by tepeat-
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Charaer is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is ur}ﬁt to be .the Rl}ler of a free People.

N r have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britih Brethren. .We have warned them from_Tlmc to Time of Attempts by their Legiflature to extend an
unwarrantable Jurifdi&ion overus. We have reminded them of.the Clrcum(’tance§ of our E{nlgratlon and Settlexpent hcre.. We have appealed to their native
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow -th.efe Ufurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our
Connetions and Correfpondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We mutt, therefore, acquiefce in the Neceflity, which
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Peace, P_‘rxends.

Wk, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the U NITED Sl AT E SEO F_ AMERICA, in G ENERAL CoNGRESss, Affembled, ap-
pealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Rq&xtude of our Iptcnt10n§,do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of thefe Colonies, fo-
lemnly Publith and Declase, That thefe United Colonies are, and o'f_Rxght ou§ht. to b, FREr aAND INDEPENDE NT STATESs; that they are
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Conrjection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and ought to be totally dif-
folved ; and thatas FREE -AND- INDEPENDENT ST A TES, they have full Power to ley_v War, conclude Peace, contra& Alliances, eftablifh
Commerce, and to do all other Adts and Things which INDEPENDENT SIEREAVT F s may of right do. And for the fupport of this Declaration, with a
firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Honor.

Signed by ORDER and in BERALF of the CoNGRrESsS,

JOHN HANCOGCK," " PRESIDENT.
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Excerpts from Frederick Douglass: Oration delivered July 5, 1852 in Corinthian Hall,
Rochester, New York, to the Rochester Ladies Anti-Slavery Sewing Society

“What, to the American slave, is your 4th of July?”

Full text available online from sources including the University of Rochester Frederick Douglass Project at

y business, if T have any here today,

!\ /l is with the present. The accepted

time with God and his cause is the
ever-living now.

“Trust no future, however pleasant, Let the
dead past bury its dead; Act, act in the living
present, Heart within, and God overhead.”

We have to do with the past only as we can
make it useful to the present and to the future.
To all inspiring motives, to noble deeds which
can be gained from the past, we are welcome.
But now 1s the time, the important time. Your
fathers have lived, died, and have done their
work, and have done much of it well. You live
and must die, and you must do your work.
You have no right to enjoy a child’s share in the
labor of your fathers, unless your children are
to be blest by your labors. You have no right
to wear out and waste the hard-earned fame of
your fathers to cover your indolence. Sydney
Smith tells us that men seldom eulogize the
wisdom and virtues of their fathers, but to
excuse some folly or wickedness of their own.
This truth is not a doubtful one. There are
illustrations of it near and remote, ancient and
modern. It was fashionable, hundreds of years
ago, for the children of Jacob to boast, we have
“Abraham to our father,” when they had long
lost Abraham’s faith and spirit. That people
contented themselves under the shadow of
Abraham’s great name, while they repudiated
the deeds which made his name great. Need I
remind you that a similar thing is being done
all over this country today? Need I tell you
that the Jews are not the only people who
built the tombs of the prophets, and garnished
the sepulchres of the righteous? Washington
could not die till he had broken the chains of
his slaves. Yet his monument is built up by
the price of human blood, and the traders in
the bodies and souls of men, shout “We have
Washington to our father” Alas! that it should
be so; yet so it is.

“The evil that men do, lives after them. The
good is oft interred with their bones.”

Fellow-citizens, pardon me, allow me to ask,
why am I called upon to speak here today?
What have I, or those I represent, to do with
your national independence? Are the great
principles of political freedom and of natural
justice, embodied in that Declaration of
Independence, extended to us? And am I,
therefore, called upon to bring our humble
offering to the national altar, and to confess the
benefits and express devout gratitude for the
blessings resulting from your independence to
us?

Would to God, both for your sakes and ours,
that an affirmative answer could be truthfully
returned to these questions! Then would
my task be light, and my burden easy and
delightful. For who is there so cold, that a
nation’s sympathy could not warm him? Who
so obdurate and dead to the claims of gratitude,
that would not thankfully acknowledge such
priceless benefits? Who so stolid and selfish,
that would not give his voice to swell the
hallelujahs of a nation’s jubilee, when the chains
of servitude had been torn from his limbs? I
am not that man. In a case like that, the dumb
might eloquently speak, and the “lame man
leap as an hart.”

But, such is not the state of the case. I say it
with a sad sense of the disparity between us. I
am not included within the pale of this glorious
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anniversary! Your high independence only
reveals the immeasurable distance between
us. The blessings in which you, this day,
rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. The rich
inheritance of justice, liberty, prosperity and
independence, bequeathed by your fathers, is
shared by you, not by me. The sunlight that
brought life and healing to you, has brought
stripes and death to me. This Fourth of July
1s yours, not mine. You may rejoice, I must
mourn. To drag a man in fetters into the grand
illuminated temple of liberty, and call upon him
to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman
mockery and sacrilegious irony. Do you mean,
citizens, to mock me, by asking me to speak
today? If so, there is a parallel to your conduct.
And let me warn you that it is dangerous to
copy the example of a nation whose crimes,
towering up to heaven, were thrown down
by the breath of the Almighty, burying that
nation in irrecoverable ruin! I can today take
up the plaintive lament of a peeled and woe-
smitten people!

“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down.
Yea! we wept when we remembered Zion.
We hanged our harps upon the willows in the
midst thereof. For there, they that carried us
away captive, required of us a song; and they
who wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How can
we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land? If
I forget thee, o Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning. If I do not remember thee,
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.”

Fellow-citizens;  above  your  national,
tumultuous joy, I hear the mournful wail of
millions! whose chains, heavy and grievous
yesterday, are, today, rendered more intolerable
by the jubilee shouts that reach them. If T do
forget, if I do not faithfully remember those
bleeding children of sorrow this day, “may my
right hand forget her cunning, and may my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth!” To
forget them, to pass lightly over their wrongs,
and to chime in with the popular theme, would
be treason most scandalous and shocking, and
would make me a reproach before God and
the world. My subject, then, fellow-citizens, is
AMERICAN SLAVERY. I shall see, this day,
and its popular characteristics, from the slave’s
point of view. Standing, there, identified with
the American bondman, making his wrongs
mine, I do not hesitate to declare, with all
my soul, that the character and conduct of
this nation never looked blacker to me than
on this 4th of July! Whether we turn to the
declarations of the past, or to the professions
of the present, the conduct of the nation seems
equally hideous and revolting. America is false
to the past, false to the present, and solemnly
binds herself to be false to the future. Standing
with God and the crushed and bleeding slave
on this occasion, I will, in the name of humanity
which is outraged, in the name of liberty which
1s fettered, in the name of the constitution and
the Bible, which are disregarded and trampled
upon, dare to call in question and to denounce,
with all the emphasis I can command,
everything that serves to perpetuate slavery--
the great sin and shame of America! “I will not
equivocate; I will not excuse;” I will use the
severest language I can command; and yet not
one word shall escape me that any man, whose
judgment is not blinded by prejudice, or who is
not at heart a slaveholder, shall not confess to
be right and just.

But I fancy I hear some one of my audience say,
it is just in this circumstance that you and your
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brother abolitionists fail to make a favorable
impression on the public mind. Would you
argue more, and denounce less, would you
persuade more, and rebuke less, your cause
would be much more likely to succeed. But, I
submit, where all is plain there is nothing to
be argued. What point in the anti-slavery creed
would you have me argue? On what branch
of the subject do the people of this country
need light? Must I undertake to prove that
the slave is a man? That point is conceded
already. Nobody doubts it. The slave-holders
themselves acknowledge it in the enactment of
laws for their government. They acknowledge
it when they punish disobedience on the part
of the slave. There are seventy-two crimes
in the State of Virginia, which, if committed
by a black man, (no matter how ignorant he
be,) subject him to the punishment of death;
while only two of the same crimes will subject
a white man to the like punishment. What is
this but the acknowledgement that the slave
is a moral, intellectual and responsible being.
The manhood of the slave is conceded. It is
admitted in the fact that Southern statute
books are covered with enactments forbidding,
under severe fines and penalties, the teaching
of the slave to read or to write. When you
can point to any such laws, in reference to the
beasts of the field, then I may consent to argue
the manhood of the slave. When the dogs in
your streets, when the fowls of the air, when
the cattle on your hills, when the fish of the sea,
and the reptiles that crawl, shall be unable to
distinguish the slave from a brute, then will I
argue with you that the slave is a man.

For the present, it is enough to affirm the equal
manhood of the negro race. Is it not astonishing
that, while we are ploughing, planting and
reaping, using all kinds of mechanical tools,
erecting houses, constructing bridges, building
ships, working in metals of brass, iron, copper,
silver and gold; that, while we are reading,
writing and cyphering, acting as clerks,
merchants and secretaries, having among us
lawyers, doctors, ministers, poets, authors,
editors, orators and teachers; that, while we are
engaged in all manner of enterprises common
to other men, digging gold in California,
capturing the whale in the Pacific, feeding
sheep and cattle on the hillside, living, moving,
acting, thinking, planning, living in families as
husbands, wives and children, and, above all,
confessing and worshipping the Christian’s
God, and looking hopefully for life and
immortality beyond the grave, we are called
upon to prove that we are men!

Would you have me argue that man is entitled
to liberty? that he is the rightful owner of his
own body? You have already declared it. Must
I argue the wrongfulness of slavery? Is that a
question for Republicans? Is it to be settled
by the rules of logic and argumentation, as a
matter beset with great difficulty, involving a
doubtful application of the principle of justice,
hard to be understood? How should I look
today, in the presence of Americans, dividing,
and subdividing a discourse, to show that men
have a natural right to freedom? Speaking of
it relatively, and positively, negatively, and
affirmatively. To do so, would be to make
myself ridiculous, and to offer an insult to your
understanding. There is not a man beneath
the canopy of heaven, that does not know that
slavery is wrong for him.

What, am I to argue that it is wrong to make
men brutes, to rob them of their liberty, to work
them without wages, to keep them ignorant of



their relations to their fellow men, to beat them
with sticks, to flay their flesh with the lash,
to load their limbs with irons, to hunt them
with dogs, to sell them at auction, to sunder
their families, to knock out their teeth, to burn
their flesh, to starve them into obedience and
submission to their masters? Must I argue that
a system thus marked with blood, and stained
with pollution, is wrong? No I will not. I have
better employment for my time and strength,
than such arguments would imply.

What, then, remains to be argued? Is it that
slavery is not divine; that God did not establish
it; that our doctors of divinity are mistaken?
There is blasphemy in the thought. That which
1s inhuman, cannot be divine! Who can reason
on such a proposition? They that can, may; I
cannot. The time for such argument is past.

At a ume like this, scorching irony, not
convincing argument, is needed. O! had I
the ability, and could I reach the nation’s ear,
I would, today, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering
sarcasm, and stern rebuke. For it is not light
that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle
shower, but thunder. We need the storm, the
whirlwind, and the earthquake. The feeling of
the nation must be quickened; the conscience
of the nation must be roused; the propriety
of the nation must be startled; the hypocrisy
of the nation must be exposed; and its crimes
against God and man must be proclaimed
and denounced.

What, to the American slave, is your 4th of
July? T answer; a day that reveals to him,
more than. all other days in the year, the
gross injustice and cruelty to which he is the
constant victim. To him, your celebration is a
sham; your boasted liberty, an unholy license;
your national greatness, swelling vanity; your
sounds of rejoicing are empty and heartless;
your denunciations of tyrants, brass fronted
impudence; your shouts of liberty and equality,
hollow mockery; your prayers and hymns,
your sermons and thanksgivings, with all your
religious parade, and solemnity, are, to him,
mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety, and
hypocrisy — a thin veil to cover up crimes which
would disgrace a nation of savages. There is

L L

not a nation on the earth guilty of practices,
more shocking and bloody, than are the people
of these United States, at this very hour.

Go where you may, search where you will, roam
through all the monarchies and despotisms of
the old world, travel through South America,
search out every abuse, and when you have
found the last, lay your facts by the side of the
everyday practices of this nation, and you will
say with me, that, for revolting barbarity and
shameless hypocrisy, America reigns without
arival.

mericans! your republican politics,

not less than your republican religion,

re flagrantly inconsistent. You

boast of your love of liberty, your superior
civilization, and your pure christianity, while
the whole political power of the nation, as
embodied in the two great political parties, is
solemnly pledged to support and perpetuate
the enslavement of three millions of your
countrymen. You hurl your anathemas at the
crowned headed tyrants of Russia and Austria,
and pride yourselves on your Democratic
institutions, while you yourselves consent to be
the mere tools and bodyguards of the tyrants
of Virginia and Carolina. You invite to your
shores fugitives of oppression from abroad,
honor them with banquets, greet them with
ovations, cheer them, toast them, salute them,
protect them, and pour out your money to
them like water; but the fugitives from your
own land, you advertise, hunt, arrest, shoot
and kill. You glory in your refinement, and your
universal education; yet you maintain a system
as barbarous and dreadful, as ever stained the
character of a nation-a system begun in avarice,
supported in pride, and perpetuated in cruelty.
You shed tears over fallen Hungary, and make
the sad story of her wrongs the theme of your
poets, statesmen and orators, till your gallant
sons are ready to fly to arms to vindicate her
cause against her oppressors; but, in regard
to the ten thousand wrongs of the American
slave, you would enforce the strictest silence,
and would hail him as an enemy of the nation
who dares to make those wrongs the subject
of public discourse! You are all on fire at the

mention of liberty for France or for Ireland; but
are as cold as an iceberg at the thought of liberty
for the enslaved of America. You discourse
cloquently on the dignity of labor; yet, you
sustain a system which, in its very essence, casts
a stigma upon labor. You can bare your bosom
to the storm of British artillery, to throw off a
three-penny tax on tea; and yet wring the last
hard earned farthing from the grasp of the black
laborers of your country. You profess to believe
“that, of one blood, God made all nations of
men to dwell on the face of all the earth,” and
hath commanded all men, everywhere to love
one another; yet you notoriously hate, (and
glory in your hatred,) all men whose skins are
not colored like your own. You declare, before
the world, and are understood by the world to
declare, that you “hold these truths to be self
evident, that all men are created equal; and
are endowed by their Creator with certain,
inalienable rights; and that, among these are,
life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness;” and
yet, you hold securely, in a bondage, which
according to your own Thomas Jefferson, “is
worse than ages of that which your fathers rose
in rebellion to oppose,” a seventh part of the
inhabitants of your country.”

Fellow-citizens! I will not enlarge further on
your national inconsistencies. The existence
of slavery in this country brands your
republicanism as a sham, your humanity as a
base pretence, and your christianity as a lie. It
destroys your moral power abroad it corrupts
your politicians at home. It saps the foundation
of religion; it makes your name a hissing,
and a bye-word to a mocking earth. It is the
antagonistic force in your government, the only
thing thatseriously disturbs and endangers your
Union. It fetters your progress; it is the enemy
of improvement, the deadly foe of education; it
fosters pride; it breeds insolence; it promotes
vice; it shelters crime; it is a curse to the earth
that supports it; and yet, you cling to it, as if it
were the sheet anchor of all your hopes. Oh! be
warned! be warned! a horrible reptile is coiled
up in your nation’s bosom; the venomous
creature is nursing at the tender breast of your
youthful republic; for the love of God, tearaway,
and fling from you the hideous monster, and
let the weight of twenty millions, crush and
destroy it forever!
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Beinecke Library seeks to encourage engagement with the past, in the
present, for the future. With the Yale community and neighbors in

New Haven, Beinecke Library affirms:

Black lives matter.

Anti-Black racism, violence, and systems of oppression are real
across four centuries in America, over time and in this time.
Progress is only possible when Black voices and stories are seen,
heard, centered, and honored. As a library, we commit to act
in solidarity and to struggle against white supremacy, racism,

and prejudice.

In the spirit and practice of hearing, knowing, and heeding Black
voices, the library shares these excerpts, and encourages all to read the

full text online, of Frederick Douglass’s oration from July 5, 1852,
an essential speech for the nation now remembered as “What to the
Slave is the Fourth of July?”

At once timely and timeless, Douglass’s oration is “the masterpiece
of oratory of his life and the rhetorical masterpiece of American
abolitionism,” according to David Blight, Sterling Professor of
History at Yale University, Director of the Gilder Lehrman Center
for the Study of Slavery, Resistance, and Abolition, and author of the

prizewinning biography, Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom.
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Above: carte-de-visite, portrait of Frederick Douglass, 1860, studio
unknown, in the Randolph Linsly Simpson African-American
Collection (JW] MSS 54), part of the James Weldon Johnson
Memorial Collection, Beinecke Library.

The James Weldon Johnson Memorial Collection, named for a forceful
leader for liberation and against racist violence, includes the papers
of Johnson and his wife, Grace Nail Johnson, along with founding
archives entrusted by Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, W.
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E. B. Du Bois, Paul and Eslanda Goode Robeson, and many more.
Its establishment, in 1941, made Yale Library special collections a
place where the voices and stories of Black American writers can be
seen and shared across generations. The collection has continued to
grow over the decades, with both historic and contemporary archives.
Mouch of the collection has been digitized and all are welcome to learn
more and view the images on the digital library at any time. Visit
beinecke.library.yale.edu for more information and links.

2020  beinecke.library.yale.edu

K N .._!:'\.: o 'l_-

TR ST E i T



