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BETTING: A rostrum

TIME: - The present, with flashbacks

ACTION: A Narrator comes to the rostrum
and shouts four words very loudly
a8 if opening a Town Meeting.

NARRATOR: Ballot!
Suffragel
Franchisel
Vot el

(NARRATOR BAWGE HIS GAVEL)
The  dictionary eays:
"Ballot--=the method of secret voting; originally
by means of emall bulls placed in an urn or box, "
- "Sulfrage---a vote given by a member of a bedy,
state, or soclety, in assent to = proposition or
in favor of the election of a person,"
"Ixanchlge---the right of voting at public elections.®
"Yotg-~-an intimation that one annrovee or disapnroves,
agoepts or rejeots, a proposal, motion, eandidate for
office, or the like."




NARRATOR (eont'd): The right to cast a ballot, to exercise
suffrage, to vote is one of the basic
righte of oitizens in a democracye--a democracy,
that form of govermment in vhich control is
vested in the bPedbd® 48 anwhole, The ballot
is basle, }
NegTo AWeriCange-=you, meé=--are very much a
part of this democracy. We're 15 millione—e
and our vote counts, From the natiomal to
the local level, your vote counts. 1t counte
in wore and Letter jobse-=MWm diplomatic poats
abroad to local politieal natronage. It
counts in education, in houeing, in ecivil

rights, in cleaner streets, in better garbage

collection, The vote has value, Don't ne-
gleot your right to vote. Don't waste it.
Don't forget it.

Maybe all of us would value the right of
guffrage more if we stopped to look back a
moment at what the struggle for the vote has
coste DBack in the Middle Ages few people
had control over their own lives, let alone
over the land or the country., Kings and

barons anc chiefe and overelords ran every-

thing and everybody. Then came the Magna
Oarta in 1215 in England, and almost 400
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NARRATOR (cont'd)s

years later the Bill of Rights, many of

whose provisions were incorporated into

our own Constitution in 1787 and into the
American Bill of Rights in 1791. Some of
those rights, we, the Negro peonle of America,
are still trying to secure in full.

We oame to these shoree first as emlorerg-—-
with Cortes, with Balboa, with Columbue, But
we 4id not migrate in large numbers, The
majority of our anoestors were brought to the
Ameriocas by force ag alaves, dating from 1819,
glaves, like serfe in Turope, could not vote.
But very early in our history, after the
colonies won their freedom from the Rritisheee
Crispus Attucke of Bostom, a Negro, being

the firet man killed when resistance to the
British started---free Negroes in the New
England colonies voted., Some Negroes in our
country have always voted from the very be-
ginning of our United States, and fought .
to keep the vote and exiend it to others.

But sometimes it wane a hard battle. You who
have the vote here in NHew York, keep it, uee
it, and help others to get it.

After the Revolutionary Var, free Negroes
sould vote anywhere, but in 1789 the Southern
slave~holding states sensed danger in letting
free Wegroes vote, and began to disfranchise
them. By 1834 no Negroes could vote in the
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NARRATOR (eont*d)p South, and some Northern states like Penne
aylvania and Indiana denied them the ballet,
too. But eblored men in New York, could
vote if they owmned )Sronerty and had lived
here for three years., This man eould vote.

(SAMUEL FRAUNCES ENTERS IN COLOWIAL
i)
Samuel Frawnces. He wus the owner of Fraunces
Tavern at Broad anc Pesrl Streets in New ?ork
City. At hie tavern George Washington often
dined, and when Washington became President,
he made Samuel Fraunces his chief steward,

FRAUNCRS: And I } voted.

A
NARRATOR: Fraunces was a man of meang, a solid citizen, interested

in the affalrs of the day. Free YWegroes in Hew York
then could vote,

(suppEvLY Tov spoTLIGHT FOCUSES ON A
BOWNETED WOMAW SITTING IN THY AUDIENOR
IN TH: OORNFR OF A PEW WHO OWIOKLY
SPEAKS UP LOUDLY, &HY IS8 SOJOMNER
TRUTH)

SOJOURNER: Could I vote? I lived in New York.
NARRATOR: Mo, HSojourmer Truth., You were & woman, and in those
dayes only men could vote.
SQJOURNIR: Whioh were wrong! I believed everybody should vote,
- black and white, men anc womend And I saiq =0,




NARRATORS

BOJOURNERS
NARRATOR

SO0JOURNERS
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I know you said se. You went to the first women' g
sultrage meetings, and you Joined with Avby velly
and Luoretia Mott and Frances fage, white women,
in epeaking mot only for Wegro freedom, but for
the freedom of women. You were a runsway slave
who made yourself free,

And I vanted to vote,

When they wouldn't let you eit on the platform
because you were a Negro at the National Woman's
Suffrege Oonvention in Akron, Ohio, in 1882, you
sat where you are sitting nov«im #e a,nwlt‘wuu.
I didee—umtil the going got hot, (ouw RISES) and
the men gneakers started baiting the women, and
talking about the women is weaky not strong as
men no¥ emart as men, and they even have to be
helped into carriages. (8ME comme To T ROSTRIN)
Then I juet walked up on that platform, eir, and
told them men: ‘Nobody ever helped me into carrigges,
or over mud puddles, or give ne any best place.
Ain't T a woman? Look at me? Look at ny arml

I have plowed and planted and gathered into barns,
and no man could head me. And ain't I a woman?

I could work as much and eat ag MuCh a8 & Maliees
when I could get ite-eand bear the lach as Ve Lo
and ain't I & woman? I has had five ohillwun and
seen ‘em most all sold off inte glavery, and vhen
I oried out with s mother's grief, none but Jesus




heared
( SOJOURWER) 3

HARRATORS

80J OURNER

HARRATOR:

heared=——and ain't I a woman? They talke about
this thing in the heade--intellect, What's that
#ot to do with women's rishte? I my cup won's
hold but a pint and yourn holde a quart, wouldn't
ye men be mean not to let me have my 1liftle halfe
measure full? If the first woman God n;ado was
strong enough to turn the world upside down all
alone, I guess all us women together ought to be
able to turn 1t baok and get it right side up
again. Anc now that they is asking to do %, the
mens bevter let 'om,"

(8HE RETURNS 70 HER PEW)

But 1t was almoet three-quarters of » century
before the country got around to giving you the
vote, Sojourner Truth, before the 19th Amendment
granting women's suffrage wae passed,

It were finslly pagsede-=anc about tine, tool

I took my freedom, but I didn't live long enowzh
to vote.

Freedom! That wae the firet thing most Negroes
had to get. Before the Civil War most of us

were slaves. But some Negroes, even in the South,
had never been slaves. Some were born free, some
were given their freedom, sand some ran away to
freedom in the North. Among the gre t runaways
was Frederick Douglass who eseaped from a Maryland
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(Na=a70R )

nDOUBLASS:

NARRATOR)

plantation in 1838, snc devoted his 1ire to
Tighting for freedom for all, and for full
oitizenship righte for all, In his middle ages

(DOUOLASS ENTERS WIITE ©AIRED
WIITE BEARD, DISWIFIES; Twpochio)

Alter hsnupnuén, after the Oivil Var was over,
he made many speeches concerning the franchise.

I see no chance of bettering the concition or the
freedman until he shall cease to be merely & freed-
man and shall become a citizen. I insist that
there 1is no safety for him or anybody elge in
America outside the American government; %o guard,
proteet, and maintain his liverty the freedman
ehould have the ballot; the liverties of the
American peonle are dependedfi upon the ballote
box, the jury-box, and the oartridge=bo x,

And 1% took the cartridge~boz to protect the
Tights of the freed Negroes in the early days of
the Reconstruction. In 1887 Congrese divided

the South into five military districte, proclasimed
universsl suffrage, and placed federal marshalls
at the polle to protect he Negro's newly granted
Tight to vete. This risht wae made permanent by
the paseige in 1870 or the 15th Amendment to the
Constitution or the United States. 700,000 NWegroes
were added to the voting rolls of the Seuth, and
many city amd st te offices were filled by the
ireedmmn. With Negroes in state legislaturesg,




9(NARRATOR:) new state constitutions were drawn up with
provieions for free publiec schoole for all,
eivil righte for all, and no property qualifications
for votinge--the most progressive ascte of laws
the South had ever kmown, many of them remaining
on the books until today.
During the Reconstruction the Southern states
-gent 14 Negro Representatives and 3 Senators of
color to Washington. The first Reprecentative
was from Georgla, elected in 1889, Jefferson P.
Long.

(LONG ENTYRE TO STAND BESIDE NARRATOR.

IN TURN, AS EACH MAN'S WAME IS JALLED,
EACH ENTERS, ALTIRNATELY AT LEPT OR
RIGHT, TO FORM TWO LINES ON EACH SIDE
OF THE PLATFORN)
Then in 1871 South Carolina elected four Negro
Congressmen, Joseph H. Rainey.
(ENTER RAINEY)
Robert 0. Delarge.
(ENTER DeLARGE)
Alonzo J. Rainer,
(ENTER RAINER)
And Robert B. Elliott.
(ENTER ELLIOTT)
That same year Alabama elected Benjamin 8, Turner.
(ENTER TURNER)
In 1873 Miseiseippi elected Johm R. Lynch.
(ENTER LYNOH)




( MARRATOR: )

Alabama elected James T, RManler,
(ENT*R RAPIER)
Florida elected Jogiah T, Wallse,
(ENTER WALLS)
And South Carolina elected Richard H, Cain.
(ENTER CAIN)
In 1876 Louisiana sent Charles E, Nash to
Washington,

(ENTER WASH)

That same year to the House of Mepresentatives
Narth Carolina elected John A. Hyman.
(ENTER HYMAY)
Alavama eleoted Jene Haralson,
(ENTFR HARALSON)
And South Oarolina elected Novert Smallse
(ENTER SMALLS)
The only NHegro Senators in American history came

at the very end of the n*oonatru;:ti sn neriod. The

first, elected in 1870, was Hiram R. Revels.
(ENTER REVELS)

And the second in 1878 wae Blanche K. Bruce.
(ENTER BRUCE)

Most of these men were as well qualified and as

well educated as white officials of the tinmes,

and some better. BSome were gradustes of Oberlin

or bbher leading Northerm ~olleges. Elliott had

studied abroad. Of those who served in Congress,



( MARRATOR: )

CALIN:

10

the Republican leader, James G. Blaine, said,
"They were as a rule studious, earnest, ambitious
men, whose publiec conduct would be honorasdble to
any race." Typlcal of the Negroes who gerved in
the House of Representatives at Washingtonm was
Richard He Oain, AM.E. minister of South Carolina.
Cain made a etirring speech in Congress regarding
Civil Righte.

(CAIN STEPS FORWARD AND SPEAKS)
I do not ask auny legislation for the colored people
of this country that is not applied to white people.
All that we ask l2 equal laws, equal legislatiom,
and equal righte throuw hout the length and breadth
of this land. We do not come here bqggtng for our
righte. We come here clothed in the gardb of
American oitigenship, We come (cmanding our rights
in the name of justice, equity, and law, in the

name of our children, in the name of our country."



NARRATCR s During the Reconstruction and in lesser degrees thereafter,
many Negroes were active in state governments. For example, hetween 1868 and
1896 Loulsiana eleoted 32 state senators of color and 95 representatives.
P. N, 8, Pinchhack was Lieutenant~Governor and, in 1873, after the removal of
the white incumbent, Pinchback hesame Aoting-Governor of Louisisna. In Florida,
Jonathan Gibha, a Dartmouth graduste, hecame Seoretary of State. ind in South
Garolins, the Londonwedusated Frameis L, Cardosd was from 1872 to 1876 the
State Treasurer.
But vhen federal troops were removed from the South in 1277 and
Negro voters no longer hed proteetion at the polls, reaction set ia. The Ku Klux
Klan began to ride. Voters were intimidated, tarred and feathered, whipped,
shot down. Rlaok Codes were passed denying civil rights, and some states criginated
Grandfather Clauses which sald thet unless you or yowr parents had voted before the
Civil War, you could not vote now == wvhich meant freedmen vere not sligible. Negro
political power faded in the Souths For & brief periocd during the rise of the
Wmcfmummm..mmnmmpmmm
wﬁwﬂvﬂobm-%’f:‘mm Then, from 1883 to
1897, six Negroes were elected as Representatives to Washington. They were:
from Virginia, John M, Langston
(ENTER LANGSTON)
from South Carclina, Thomss E. Miller and George W. Murray:
(BSTER MILLER AND MURRAY)
ind from North Carolina, James E. O'Hara, Henry P, Cheathams
(ENTER O'HARA AND CHEATHAM)
And the last of the Southern Representatives, George H. White of
North Carolina, elected in 1897,
(ENTER WHITE)




NARRATOR (Otd) ummmmuz&u.umumm-
another Megro went to Congress.
mummmmmsmmmmx.nm
Gongresaman from Virginia, founder of the Lav School st Howard
mm,ummm-rm.m.mmmxmr-
Yegroes, Videly known as u speaker, Langston, in an addrese at
mmm&.nxﬂ.mmmemm.
#ald some wise things,

(LARGSTON COMES PORMARD)

LARGSTONs Perhaps never in the history of our country was there a time when
NM‘MMO«W“W&!MMM
mum,mmumumﬂmhm.
was so imperative, In diecharging our duty in this vegard, while
¥s are fearless, we should % fmpartial and just., Let us not
make haste %o eondemn unduly, nor te aseept without wise diserimie
nation the alaim of any eandidate or party, e are ealled upon
umdm-um,mumammam.u
«deterning eash for himself, how votes given for the Demoeratie
or Republisan party, will tend to sustain the dignity and power
of the Goveriment, and sonserve cur fres institutions under the
Uonstitution. REach of us is held respensible to his owm
m.nmwumumm,wmndw
in exerolsing our suffrage — the most sscred, as it 1s the
#0+t valushle vight vhich ve possess on Anerican soile

NARRATRs nmnmmwmup.m.nm,
nmmmmmw-mu
Uhite. Put quietly behind the seenes, a practisal-minded man
of enormous politieal powver cuerged, consulted Wy natiannh)
leaders North and South on all problems relating to the Wegro,

T T e ———
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15 Jog e
NARRATOR (Ctd) AQkhdtWo. That man was the great founder of

Tuskegee Institute, Rooker T. Washington,

(ENTER WASHINGTON)

o v
hhd-,tbwﬂMO\mMmthm.mm

taxes, possesses the intelligence and substantial character, is

the one whioh is going to exercise the greatest eomtrol in

government, vhether he lives in the North or whether he lives in

the South. There is no defense or security for any of us exsept

in the highest intelligence and development of all. Eiucation mast

Lawumumumumrm. The

selence, the art, the literature that falls o reach down and bring

N the humblest up to the enjoyment of the fullest hlessings of our

governuent is weak, no matter how costly the huildings or apparatus

used, or how modern the mothods of instruction employed. The study

of arithmetic that does not result in making men conselentious in

recelving and counting the ballots of their fellow men is faulty. 1
HARRATORy Unfortunately, the unreconstructed rebels of the South contimmed te

deny the right to vote, or failed to sount, the ballots of Negre
umm.smt-nkmmm. When Charles H. White left
Congress in 19501, it was more than a quarter of a sentury before we
had there another national representative. In 1928 Osoar DePriest
was elected to Congress firom the Pirst Illinois Distriet —= being
the first Northern Negro ever to sit in the national leglslature.
As the great migrations from the South increased after each var,
and the black populstions of ouwr Worthern industrial sities grew,
8o Negro political power grev. Mmbcipal judges, city couneilmen,
eounty offielals, and state legislators of coler from New York to
Los Angeles became not uncommen. From Illinois, Arthur W. Michell

B R . I —



} 7

mm(w.)rmmmuom,nmmmuqn.m

SOJOURNER:

WARRATOR3

serving now, mmmuuem-hnu. Jr. was eleovted
hzm.uthWmtmmm-
-tnlwtouthcm. There should be more - more
Powells, Daweons, and Diggses in Washington, Fja{twa/ and
Ressle Muchanans in state Sore Halan pag—
tnerisan elty m-,(‘i‘iawn'm judges such ds Rivars, Paige, Stevens,
Dickens and JaneBolinp on the henches of mmicipalities aeross the
nation. And we all == you, me ~ must use our vote wisely and
use it well to eleot to all sorts of offices, partieularly the
nstional offices, nen who Vil hring to bear fin all piblie offietals
AR (our not only open up - but to protegh -
the ballet baxes of the South agubm —= 96 that Negro oftisens may
vote in Mississippl and Georgla and Alabams and Sewth Careline
again == and again send to Congress fron the South Slack men ==
(A WOMAN CRIES PROM THE AUDIENCE)
ind hlack women)

(SOJOMMNER TRUTH RISES AMD JOINS THE OTHERS ON THE
PLATPORM)

Yes, and black vomen === representatives of the strength and
calibre of those who served so nobly and so well in the dark and
dangerous days of Reconstrustion. Fellow oitizems, your ballot
has great value. Use i3] When election time comes, to paraphrase
by extension a young Wegro leader in the South today, the
fleverend Martin Luther King of Alabana, "If you ean't fly, run}
If you can't run, walkl If you can't walk, erawl < to the
polls and votel"

(VARIOUS ONES ORY IN TURN TRE WOWD "VOTE!")




ALL TOGETHER

(ALL THE CHARAOTERS ON THE PLATFORM COME FORWARD,
POINT THEIR PINGERS AT THE AUDIENOE, AND CRY IN
UNTSON SEVERAL TIMES THE WORD, "VOTRIM)

vw semaas v“ LA L R R '“ LA R R T VM LA AL RN ] v.‘.’itm,

(BLACKOUTy.,. LIGHTS UP AGAIN POR BONS, THEN ALL THE
OHARACTERS LEAVE THE PLATPORM EXOPT THE WARRATOR
WHO CONTINUES WITH THE CONTEMPORARY PART OF THE
PROGRAM, INTRODUCING GUESTS FROM THE VARTIOUS





