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Piazza San Fruncesco da Paola 3

Firenze, 16 August, 1960

Dear M, deger,

Jackson Mathews has corrected my draft of
Chronigue in English, and I hasten to send on to you a copy
of the corrected version.

I hope and believe that you will be unsparing 4
in your own eriticism of this version-for though it is |
perhaps free now of elementury blundeérs,l know there are
passages that I have not so far been able to cope with. If
you could possibly suggest words or phrasing in English,..

The writing that I had been toiling over for

someé years finally came to an end early in July, and I turned
at once to Chronique; but it has taken more than a month to
do the draft and to get it to New York and back again.

If you think the translation with revision can
be made satisfactory, 1'll write to Stepmhen Spender proposing
that Encounter publish it. More people both in England and
Americe woulld reed it in Encounter than in one of the Americean
quarterlies, and if Bollingen is going to publish it in New
York it seems fair to let it appear in & periodical first in
London, I am very happy emd proud to have done the transletion
even with such incomplete success—und even if you should wish
to take it out of my hands! But I hope you will not.

Faithfully yours,

| ———
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Box 182
fouth Hadley
Mapssachueetts

May 4, 1964

Dear and great friend,
|

\

I am late indeed in thanking you for your welcone
letter, written in Mareh, that was to actompany the manuseript
of ny translation of Qlseaux. Jack Mathews forwarded letter
and manuscript separately Italy, whence one gulckly reached
me by air but the other, unfortunately, was reforwarded here
by surface mail and has only Just arrived.

It has been a delight for me to see in what perfect
English you have touched and clarified my version where it
remainede-and sometimes sadlye~inadequate. It is in every way
stronger and better for your hand. Only upon one tiny point
did I find my ear reluctant to agree (that 1e, to enjoy) your
revision: "is time"™ for "time 18" at the end of a certain
"paragraphe-and in the assurance that you have so generously
given me of my "tranclator's right" in these matters, I have
marked this "atet" for the printer.

It 1s a very fine point., The inversion of normal iknglish
order 18, of course, entirely porsible and acdeptable., But one
reason for pntorg%g the normal order in this case is one that
you will at once understand; the normal order has been used with
conalderable elevation in a memorable line in one of Allen Tute's
better known poems., Thus it 1s not merely in speech but in the
sru::r language made from epeech that thie order now has 1its
sanction,

Let me thank you again for the consideretlion of your
beautiful letter, I 20 much regret the further delay that further
mischangce has caused, 80 superb a poem on such an artiste-held
by myself as well in great love for many yenrse--deserved a
quicker and more timely pasesage into English,

With my admiration and gratitude, as before,

Yours faithfully,

(no caption)
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