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Robert Lowell
2601 Clifton Ave.
Cincinnati, Ohio

Teusday, March 23rd, 4

Dear Robert:
31ad to get your letter, and glad to have seen ¥
you and Sslly and to have been reunited with you. The ses v
voyage back was the 1life of Riley, and all & the expense oN
Mother's Estate. I had never travelled second class before.
I hope you will see =t lot of Rodando Anzillotl. He 1s best
Italian friend, like an American rrienuL even though he belongs
to the "local religion.”
Good to have Allen's photograph: he looks like an
actor with a hangover posing as the earl of Tweed. Good to
have Benedict too, though all babies look just alike to me--
just 1like flowers.
By the way I am giving my public lecture on old
Ezra today. I now know so much too much. I saw 0lga again for
an evening at my Mother's doctor--so lovely, so in love with
the o0ld rabbit, so nuttyl! O but now I know, as I should have,
that my old friend 1s just like us under his masks--poor Ezral
He ought to have thought out somethinz less intricate and
possible. I think he has somsthing on ifambics. They are my one
meter, but I am trying variatiorf(see a poem on Ford Madox Ford
coming out in the April Encounter) Not Eliot's iesterians, but
something that's psrhaps a- combination of my verse and RéAA41E4S
Rendall's.
I've been reading big zgulps of Vergil, the most
Italien of poets, unless it 1s Dante. I have a theory. I'm
sure he didn't resd his lines like a German-American Professor
of classics, with every guantity sounded like a metronome.
But more like Italian--all elisions pronouneced, the jnantities
running counterpoint with the accents(This 1s about what
Eridges said) I don't pronounced Latin like Italian(except
for the mediaeval) I can't bear§ C Ch in my classics, nor
Ae Ay etc, However, I like V as V, not W.
I think Ezra's Odyssey is Tennisonian, but
glorious, the best we have; but what test 1s a short in-
tense passagze that leaves out all the marvels of the nsrrative.

Now for my news. Elizebeth and I are separating.
She is in New York now iooking for an apartment. There's no
bitterness, believe me or not. She needs more independence

for her singular--and certainly her vocation--career. I need

a rest too. No I8m not coming back into the Chaurch, so lets
not go through all that again, my dear friend.

Now for the moment, arrivaderci,

(and love to Sally and Eenedict
whose features 1 can now rember)
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Robert Lowell
Surlington Apts.
Burlington St.
Iowa City, Iowa

April =9th

Dear HRobert:
I'm an uncombed black dog for not having written sooner, How-

ever, through John, Bob Giroux, Allen, the Fiedlers &nd letters from Ran-

&ell whom I'm seeing next week, and Francis Fergison(?) 1 feel we've been
intimately in touch. L feel you &nd Sally are real heroes, lifting the
population, taeking care of all your good and needy friends and doing hundreds
of small hard man-of-letters ill-paid jobs., I was afraid for & mouwent that
a1l my Yaddo mad-conversion business might have left & very bad taste in
your mouths, I see that thal was nonsense.

I think Flanery's Kenyon story is a perfect thing, &nd am much
worried about her health. Everyone says something different--however, she
writes gaily enough for her, L haven't seen John's poem, but he was top
of the world when we saw him in New York, and left us speechless., 1 had
the feeling that he has come to the surface, and that almost ten year
stretch of burying himself and following his instincts is now going to
pay off in &« big way. We've seen a lot of Allen who seems more elive and
human than ever in his life, He's having & hard, blinding time, I think,

n and when he's not dazed and dog-tired, has more life and kindness in him
than anyone.,

‘ We're going to be hoofing from college to college till next
gane and envy you your Italian trip. You might like & house near IFlorence.

U could have privacy «nd the glories of the worlf at your feet. But 1
suspect, somewhere on the Riviera or below Naples would work better--you're
so yoneg'ann SO0 mENY.

: we've had & pretty good time here, and have done a decent amount =
of writiing., It intertwines with one's life curdously, each seems to wait on
the othir, Une grows sumaller in the hand of God, &and perhaps more honest.

I hope we'll see you before you sail on the Atlaentic and Homer,
OQur love\to Sally, Benedict...but I'll let Benedict stend as he no doubt
still amfly can for all the other names, Fitzgeralds.
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Robert Lowell
Castine, Maine

July 24, 1964

Dear Robert:
Kagan forwarded your very kind note to me,
Many thanks, I feel uneasy seeming to compete with you,
and indeed I cannot with my shoddy Greek. What I am
doing is so cut and simplified that I can't claim it's
a translation, but a kind of libretto that should act,
The more I read Lattimore the more I admire his version,
and don't see how anything could be much better in the
ll{e_ral line, no doubt the best line, but not what I
am trying to do. I look forwerd very much to seeing a
lot of you at Harvard, and hope I can get some advice.
Our love to you all and your family,
C4C
P. S. We've had three sunny days this month and would
gladly borrow some of your Indiana swelter,

(no caption)
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